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In ttie Claims 



(Original) A method of supervising persona/exposure to a consumer 



hI^^ electronics device, the method comprising 



receiving a program signal suitable for conversign by the consumer electronics 
device into user discernible information; 

receiving a content-based indicator indicatj;^e of the content of the user 
discernible information; 

receiving timing information indicative off a reference time; 
selecting a content-based specification; 

selecting a finite time range specification associated with the selected content- 
based specification; 

comparing the selected conte/it-based specification with received content- 
based indicator when the reference time falls within the finite time range specification; 
and 

generating a control signal based on the comparison between the selected 
content-based specification^nd the received content-based indicator 

2. (Original) /The method of claim 1 , wherein the content-based indicator 
is carried by the progranf signal. 

3. (Original)/ The method of claim 1 , wherein the content-based indicator 
and the timing infornration are carried by the program signal. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the timing information is 
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generated within the consumer electronics cfevice. 

5. (Original) The nnethod of claim 1 , wherein the reference time indicated 
by the timing information is the current tirrjie. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein each of the received 
content-based indicator and the selected content-based specification is a rating. 

7. (Previously Amended) / The method of claim 6, wherein a block control 
signal is generated if the received rating exceeds the selected rating. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein each of the received 
content-based indicator and the selected content-based specification is a subject 
matter category. 

9. (Previously Amende^!) The method of claim 8, wherein a block control 
signal is generated if the receiv^ subject matter category matches the selected subject 
matter category. 

1 0. (Previously Amerjided) The method of claim 1 , wherein the control 
signal is a block control signal, and further comprising impairing the program signal in 
response to the block contro/signal. 

1 1 . (Previously Aniended) The method of claim 1 0, wherein the program 
signal is blocked in response to the block control signal. 

12. (Original) iThe method of claim 1, wherein the consumer electronics 
device is a television system and the user discernible information comprises 
audio/video information. 

13. (Original) I A method of supervising the exposure to a consumer 
electronics device, the nriethod comprising: 
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receiving a program signal suitable for conversion by tj?fe consumer electronics 
device into user discernible information;. 

receiving a content-based rating indicative of th^ content of the user discernible 
information; 

receiving a timing signal indicative of a ref^ence time; 
selecting a first content-based rating; 

selecting a first finite time range specification associated with the first content- 
based rating; 

comparing the first selected content-based rating with the received content- 
based rating when the reference time/falls within the first finite time range specification; 
and 

impairing the program sign'al if the received content-based rating exceeds the 
first selected content-based rating. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein the program signal is 
impaired by scrambling ther program signal. 

15. (Original) / The method of claim 13, wherein the program signal is 
impaired by blocking the program signal. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein the selected time range 
specification repeats for each day of a workweek. 

1 7. (Oridinal) The method of claim 1 3, further comprising: 
selecting^ second content-based rating different from the first selected content- 
based rating; 

selectirig a second finite time range specification associated with the second 
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selected content-based ratind; 

comparing the second selected content-based rating with the received content- 
based rating when the refereijice time falls within the second finite time range 
specification; and 

impairing the prograiii signal if the received content-based rating exceeds the 
second selected content-b^sed rating. 

1 8. (Original) [The method of claim 1 3, further comprising: 
selecting a second finite time range specification associated with the first 

selected content-based rating; and 

comparing the firsu selected content-based rating with the received content- 
based rating when the reference time falls within the second finite time range 
specification. 

1 9. (Previous!^ Amended) A recordable medium for a consumer 
electronics device comf rising: 

a computer prog "am comprising steps for: 

^nt-based indicator indicative of the content of user discernible 
information into which h program signal received by the consumer electronics device is 
converted; 

information indicative of a reference time; 
selecting a content-based specification; 

selecting a finite time range specification associated with the selected content- 



receiving a cont( 



receiving timing 



based specification; 
comparing the 



selected content-based specification with the received content- 
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based indicator when the reference time falls within the finite time raryge specification; 
and 

generating a control signal based on the comparison betytfeen the selected 
content-based specification and the received content-basemndicator. 

20. (Original) The recordable medium of clalrn 19, wherein each of the 
received content-based indicator and the selected con^nt-based specification is a 
rating. 

21 . (Previously Amended) The reco/dable medium of claim 20, wherein 
the control signal is generated if the received rating exceeds the selected rating. 

22. (Original) The recordable medium of claim 1 9, wherein each of the 
received content-based indicator and the^^lected content-based specification is a 
subject matter category. 

23. (Previously Amended) / The recordable medium of claim 22, wherein 
the control signal is generated if the^eceived subject matter category matches the 
selected subject matter category. 

24. (Original) Theyrecordable medium of claim 1 9, wherein the control 
signal is generated to impair the program signal. 

25. (Previously Amended) A consumer electronics device having "V-chip" 
circuitry for supervising p^sonal exposure to user discernible information, comprising: 

non-volatile memory configured for receiving a content-based specification and 
a finite time range specification; 

a logic unit coupled to the non-volatile memory and being configured for 
comparing a content-based indicator with the content-based specification when a 
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reference time falls within the finite time range specification, the logbc unit being further 
configured for generating a control signal in response to the comG/arison between the 
content-based indicator and the content-based specification; 

a signal impairment mechanism coupled to the logic i/nit and configured for, 
based on the control signal, selectively passing a program signal therethrough without 
substantial impairment or impairing the program signal 

26. (Original) The consumer electronics4levice of claim 25, further 
comprising an output device coupled to the signal irnpairment mechanism for 
transforming the program signal into the user discernible information. 

27. (Original) The consumer el^^ronics device of claim 25, further 
comprising a data entry system for selectively inputting the content-based specification 
and associated finite time range specification into the non-volatile memory for storage. 

28. (Original) The consumer electronics device of claim 25, wherein the 
non-volatile memory includes a lool/up list for storing a plurality of content-based 
specifications and associated finite time range specifications. 

29: (Original) The consumer electronics device of claim 25, wherein the 
program signal carries the conftent-based indicator and reference time, and further 
comprising a data extractiorr device coupled to the logic unit for extracting the content- 
based indicator and refererice time from the program signal. 

30. (Original) / The consumer electronics device of claim 25, wherein the 
signal impairment device is a switch. 

31 . (Origirial) The consumer electronics device of claim 25, wherein the 
output device is a llelevision system audio/video output device. 
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32. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the (intent-based 
specification and the finite time range specification are seledfed by a user of the 
consumer electronics device by inputting the content-bas^ specification and finite time 
range specification into the consumer electronics devic 

33. (Original) The method of claim 1 , Wnerein the content-based 
specification and the finite time range specification are selected by a user of the 
consumer electronics device by selecting a coRftent-based specification and finite time 
range specification pre-programmed by the /nanufacturer of the consumer electronics 
device. 

34. (Original) The consumer electronics device of claim 25, wherein the 
non-volatile memory comprises a cora/tent-based specification and a finite time range 
specification pre-programmed by tbfe manufacturer of the consumer electronics device, 
and further comprising a data entry system for selecting the pre-programmed content- 
based specification and finite tmne range specification. 
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